St Gregory's Catholic Primary School

Special Educational Needs
Information Report

Aims of our provision in regards to pupils with special educational needs and/or disability
The aims of our policy and practice in relation to special educational need and disability in this
school are:

e To make reasonable adjustments for those with a disability by taking action to increase
access to the curriculum, the environment and to printed information for all.

e To ensure that children and young people with SEN engage in the activities of the school
alongside pupils who do not have SEN.

e To reduce barriers to progress by embedding the principles in the National Curriculum
Inclusion statement https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum

e To use our best endeavours to secure special educational provision for pupils for whom this
is required, that is “additional to and different from” that provided within the
differentiated curriculum, to better respond to the four broad areas of need:

i. Communication and interaction,

ii.  Cognition and learning,
iii.  Social, mental and emotional health,
iv.  Sensory/physical.

e To request, monitor and respond to parent/carers’ and pupils’ views in order to evidence
high levels of confidence and partnership.

e To ensure a high level of staff expertise to meet pupil need, through well-targeted
continuing professional development.

e To support pupils with medical conditions to achieve full inclusion in all school activities
by ensuring consultation with health and social care professionals in order to meet the
medical needs of pupils.

e To work in cooperative and productive partnership with the Local Authority and other
outside agencies, to ensure there is a multi-professional approach to meeting the needs of
all vulnerable learners.

What are special educational needs (SEN) or a disability?
At our school we use the definition for SEN and for disability from the SEND Code of Practice
(2014). This states:

e Special Educational Needs: A child or young person has special educational needs if he or
she has a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be
made for him or her.

o A learning difficulty or disability is a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the
majority of others of the same age.

o Special educational provision means educational or training provision that is additional to,
or different from, that made generally for others of the same age in a mainstream setting
in England

e Disability: Many children and young people who have SEN may have a disability under the
Equality Act 20710 - that is "..a physical or mental impairment which has a long-term and
substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities’ This
definition includes sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing, and long-
term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, and cancer.


https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum
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The kinds of special educational needs (SEN) for which provision is made at the school (Schedule
1: point 1)

At St Greqgoru’s Catholic Primaru School we provide for a range of Special Educational Needs.

These can be summarised into 4 broad areas:

Communication and Interaction
Cognition and Learning

Social, Emotional and Mental Health
Sensory and/or Physical

How does our school know if children need extra help? (SE7 1 Q1) (Schedule 1: Point 2)

We know when a pupil needs help if:

Concerns are raised by parents/carers, external agencies, teachers, the pupil’s previous
school or the pupil themselves, regarding concerns relating to inadequate levels of progress
or inclusion.

Screening, such as that completed on entry or as a result of a concern being raised,
indicates gap in knowledge and/or skills.

Whole school tracking of attainment outcomes indicates lack of expected rate of progress.
Observation of the pupil indicates that they have additional needs

What should a parent do if it thinks their child may have special educational needs? (SE7 1 Q1)
(Schedule 1: Points 2 and 4)

If parents have concerns relating to their child’s learning or inclusion then please initially
discuss these with your child’s teacher. This then may result in a referral to the school
SENCo whose name is Lucie Thornthwaite and whose contact details are 01900 606050.
Parents may also contact the SENCo or the Headteacher directly if they feel this is more
appropriate.

All parents will be listened to. Their views and their aspirations for their child will be
central to the assessment and provision that is provided by the school.

How will the school support a child with SEND? (SE7 Q2) (Schedule 1: Points 2, 3, 6, 8 and 10)

All children are offered excellent targeted classroom teaching (Quality First Teaching)
Some children may benefit from small group work with more specific targets which may
take place inside or outside the classroom. Children with social and emotional needs may
be offered additional 1:1 counselling or Emotional Literacy Support.

For children on the school’s SEN Register, progress is reviewed termly and next steps are
planned accordingly. At this level a child may be described as receiving SEN Support.

A few children will follow specialist programmes of teaching devised with the help of
outside professionals.

If after seeking external advice and implementing suggested ways of removing barriers to
your child’s learning and reviewing but seeing little or no progress. This means your child
will have been identified by the class teacher/SENCO as needing a particularly high level of
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individual and small group teaching or 1-1 teaching which cannot be provided from the
resources already delegated to the school.

The school (or you) can request that the Local Authority carry out a statutory assessment
of your child’s needs. This is a legal process and you can find more details about this in the
Local Authority (LA) based Local Offer, on the Cumbria County Council web

site: http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/

After the school have sent in the request to the Local Authority (with a lot of information
about your child, including some from you), they will decide whether they think your
child’s needs (as described in the paperwork provided), seem complex enough to need a
statutory assessment. If this is the case they will ask you and all professionals involved
with your child to write a report outlining your child’s needs.

After the reports have all been sent in, the Local Authority will decide if your child’'s needs
are severe, complex and lifelong and that they need extra provision in school to make good
progress. If this is the case they will write an EHC Plan. If this is not the case, they will
ask the school to continue with the support already in place and keep reviewing to ensure
your child makes as much progress as possible.

The EHC Plan will outline the support the Local Authority is willing to give to your

child. This combined with the School’s contribution (currently 11 hours) will be your
child’s entitlement and should be used to meet the needs of your individual child.

All provisions are reviewed and evaluated by the SENCO for their effectiveness using

EduKey Provision Map.
The school has a nominated governor for Special Educational Needs who report to the Full
Governing Body.

How will pupils be involved in decisions regarding provision that can better meet their needs?
(Schedule 1: Point 8)

We use pupil passports which are stored on Edukey Provision Map. These are completed by the
pupils themselves and identify their abilities and strengths, their personal aims and the action
they require to be taken by the school to reduce barriers to learning and social success. Each
term, this information will be reviewed and the pupil's views gained on the effectiveness of the
action taken so far to meet their needs.

How will the curriculum be matched to each child’s needs? (SE7 Q3) (Schedule 1: Point 3)

Quality first teaching, differentiated for individual pupils, is the first step in responding to
pupils who have or may have SEND.

When a pupil has been identified as having special educational needs, the curriculum and
the learning environment will be further adapted by the class teacher to reduce barriers to
learning and enable them to access the curriculum more easilu.

These adaptations may include strategies suggested by the Special Educational Needs
Coordinator (SENCo) and/or external specialists.

In addition, if it is considered appropriate, pupils may be provided with specialised
equipment or resources such as ICT and/or additional adult help. All actions taken by the
class teacher will be recorded and shared with parents.


http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/
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How will parents know how their child is doing? (SE7 Q4) (Schedule 1: Point 7)

At St Gregory's Catholic Primary School we encourage parents to be actively involved in their
child’s learning. In addition to the school's normal reporting arrangements, we also have an open
door policy to enable more informal and frequent conversations with you and your child.

The progress of each child is carefully monitored and tracked on a regular basis. This along with
other information gathered informs staff on the next steps for your child. We take action when
pupils are not making the expected progress.

Progress and targets are discussed as part of the school's normal reporting arrangements.

In some cases, your child may require a Sen Support Plan or behaviour management plan which
will be drawn up in consultation with you and your child and reviewed regularly. For some
children with profound and lifelong needs an Education Health and Care Assessment may be
requested with advice and support from external agencies. Pupils with an EHC Plan will also have
an annual review meeting to discuss arrangements and progress.

We can offer advice and practical ways you can help your child at home. Where appropriate we
signpost parents to relevant agencies within the communities who can offer further support to
you and your child. Parents may also find the home-school diary a useful tool to use to
communicate with school staff on a more regular basis.

Parents are encouraged to arrange an appointment to discuss their child’'s progress with the
class/subject teacher, the SENCo, a member of the senior leadership team at any time when they
feel concerned or have information they feel they would like to share that could impact on their
child’s success. Please contact the school office who will arrange this appointment for you. The
contact number is 01900 606050.

How will parents be helped to support their child’s learning? (SE7 Q&) (Schedule 1: Point 7)

e Please look at the school website. It can be found at
https://www.stgregorys.cumbria.sch.uk/ and includes links to websites and resources that
we have found useful in supporting parents to help their child learn at home. In addition,
weekly bulletins may include sections that identifies local learning opportunities.

e The class/subject teacher or SENCo may also suggest additional ways of supporting your
child’s learning.

e The school organises a number of curriculum in action events during the year. These are
advertised in the school newsletter and on our website and aim to provide useful
opportunities for parents to learn more about how to support your child’s learning.

e If you have ideas on support that you would like to have access to in order to further
support your child’s learning, please contact the SENCo who will locate information and
guidance for you in this area.

How will the school evaluate the effectiveness of the SEN provision made for pupils? (Schedule 1:
Point 3)
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Your child’s progress is continually monitored by his/her class teacher. We have formal
assessments and teacher assessments throughout the year to keep a track on progress. We
encourage parents and others involved with the child to be involved in reviewing your child’s
targets in their SEND Support Plans and ensuring that they are being met. Ensuring that the child
is making progress academically against national/ age expected levels (or equivalents) and that
the gap is narrowing between them and their peers. All provisions are reviewed and evaluated
half-termly by the SENCO for their effectiveness using EduKey Provision Maps.

What support will there be for children overall well-being? (SE7 Q5) (Schedule 1: Point 3)

e All our teaching staff are experienced at dealing with children with a range of special
educational needs. The children in our school are all treated with love, care and respect.

e We have a three-tiered graduated approach to supporting mental health and wellbeing
here at St Gregory’s Catholic Primary School.

e Every child benefits from daily whole class wellbeing sessions ‘Calm Start’ and for this, we
use a mix of approaches including yoga, meditation, mindfulness, guided relaxation,
therapeutic stories, problem solving, exploring feelings and emotions.

e At the core of each of these approaches is the importance of giving children an emotional
vocabulary, the time and space to listen and reflect on how they feel and a set of tools to
help them move to a more positive set of feelings when sadness, frustration, anger,
loneliness, grief are experienced.

e Children who are identified as needing extra support are offered pastoral sessions in our
specialist wellbeing room.

e The school follows statutory guidance in the administration of medicines and provision of
personal care. Any child who has additional medical needs will have an Individual Health
Care Plan (IHCP).

Pupils with medical needs (Statutory duty under the Children and Families Act) (SE7 5)

e Pupils with medical needs will be provided with a detailed Individual Health and Care
Plan, compiled in partnership with the school nurse and parents and if appropriate, the
pupil themselves.

e Staff who volunteer to administer and supervise medications, will complete formal training
and be verified by the school nurse as being competent.

e All medicine administration procedures adhere to the LA policy and Department of
Education (DfE) guidelines included within Supporting pupils at school with medical
conditions (DfE) 2014 and identified in the School Medicine Administration Policy.

What specialist services are available at the school? (SE7 Q6)
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The school works in partnership with other agencies to support children with Special Educational
Needs, for example, with;

» Educational Psychologist

» Health personnel such as Community Paediatricians, Speech Therapist, Physiotherapists
and Occupational Therapists, Community Childrens’ Nurse

» Specialist Advisory Teachers for Autism, Speech, Language and Communication Difficulties,
Physical and Medical Difficulties

» Social Services

> Police

What training do the staff supporting children and young people with SEND undertake? (SE7 Q7)
(Schedule 1: Point 5)

Staff training in relation to SEND is carried out on regular basis depending on the needs of the
children within our school. Where possible we encourage training for all teaching staff in order to
disseminate good practice for SEND children throughout the school, for example dyslexia, autism,
speech and language training. However, individual staff or small groups of staff may attend
training specific to their role or pertinent to a particular age group.

Lucie Thornthwaite (SENCo) has completed the National Award for SEN Coordination
qualification.

Staff share expertise through collaborative training opportunities as well as accessing local and
national training. Individual staff development needs are identified and met as part of the formal
appraisal process.

Specialist training has been provided through:
e The school has regular visits from SEN specialist teachers who provide advice to staff
support the success and progress of individual pupils.
e The NHS Speech Language Therapists visit termly to assess and plan support for targeted
pupils. These programmes are then delivered by a trained Teaching Assistant.

e The Governor with specific responsibility for SEN has completed the SEN Governor training.

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips? (SE7 Q8)
(Schedule 1: Point 3)

Risk assessments are carried out for school visits including residential trips and reasonable
adjustments will be made where required. When necessary the risk assessment would include a
meeting with parents as well as taking account of any medical advice. The destination of these
trips will be taken into account when assessing the needs of all children. On some occasions an
individual member of staff may be assigned to support a small group or individual child if the
risk assessment indicates that this is necessary. After school clubs are available to all pupils.
Should any child need support to access these activities, school will make the necessary
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arrangements.
How accessible is the school environment? (SE7 Q9) (Schedule 1: Point 3)

St Gregory’s Catholic Primary School aims to be accessible for all children and adults with
differing needs. The school fully meets the requirements of the Equality Act 2010 and all
reasonable steps are taken to ensure that children are not placed at a disadvantage.
® St Gregoruy's Catholic primary School is a single level building which is partially accessible,
with wide doors in all main areas.
® The hall is accessible to all.
® There is a designated disabled parking space in our car park.
® The school has internal emergency signage and escape routes are clearly marked.
®* We are committed to providing an environment which is conducive to learning and where
all children can develop skills and attitudes for life.

Accessibility of Information
Information is disseminated to parents by:
e Text
e Class DOJO
e Via the school website
e Via newsletters/weekly bulletins
e School policies are available online and printed copies are available on request
o Letters sent via email

Accessibility of Provision
Every care is taken to ensure that all students have equal access to all provision:
All resources are appropriate to the age and ability of the students.
Specialist Equipment Recourses used in school to alleviate stress and to help pupils access the
curriculum include:
e Coloured overlays
e Coloured paper/ modified papers if appropriate
e Pencil grips
e Laptops/Ipads
e Visualisers, magnifiers, recording equipment, etc.

Our Accessibility Plan (statutory requirement) describes the actions the school has taken to
increase access to the environment, the curriculum and to printed information is available via
the school website.

We are committed to inclusion and would be happy to discuss whatever steps necessary to ensure
accessibility for all pupils who wish to attend St Gregory's Catholic Primary School.
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How will the school prepare/support my child when joining or transferring to a new school? (SE7
Q10) (Schedule 1: Point 12)

At St Gregory's Catholic Primary School, we believe information sharing is crucial to support any
child’s needs.

If your child has an already identified SEND:

e We will first invite you to visit the school with your child to have a look around and speak
to staff.

o We will liaise with the previous school or setting to seek what additional support they have
been providing.

e If other professionals are involved, a Team Around the Child (TAC) meeting will be held to
discuss your child’s needs, share strategies used, and ensure provision is put in place before
your child start to help the transition be smooth and ensuring your child settles in with
ease.

If your child is moving to another school:
o We will contact the new school’s SENCO and ensure he/she knows about any special
arrangements or support that need to be made for your child.
e We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible.

When moving classes in school:
e Children will have a ‘move up’ morning in the summer term to visit their new classroom
environment. Additional visits can be arranged if necessary.

e Information will be passed on to the new class teacher in the summer term before moving
on through a transition meeting with the class teacher and SENCo, with input from
previous class teacher.

e If your child would be helped by a book to support them understand moving on then it will
be made for them if suitable.

In Year 6

e If your child has an Education Health Care Plan, the SENCo from the secondary school will
be invited to their Year 6 transition/annual review and Year 5 if necessary. If your child
receives SEN Support Mrs Thornthwaite will discuss with the secondary school SENCo your
child’s needs and what support they have been receiving at St Gregory's.

o All Files will be passed onto the secondary school SENCo.

e Where possible your child will visit their new school on several occasions and in some cases
staff from the new school will visit your child in this school.

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational needs?
(SE7 Q11) (Schedule 1: Point 6)

e The school budget, includes money for supporting children with SEND.
e The Headteacher decides on the budget for Special Educational Needs in consultation with
the school governors, on the basis of the needs of the children currently in the school.
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e The Headteacher and the SENCO discuss all the information they have about SEN in the
school, including:

o the children who are getting extra support already

e the children who are needing extra support

e the children who have been identified as not making as much progress as would be
expected.

e They then decide what resources/training and support is needed.

All resources/training and support are reviewed regularly, and changes made as needed.

How is the decision made about how much support each child will receive? (SE7 12) (Schedule 1:
Point 7)

The school budget includes funding for supporting pupils with SEND. The Head Teacher decides on
the budget for SEND in consultation with school governors and finance based on the needs of
pupils in the school. The school will use its SEND funding in the most appropriate way to support
the children's needs for that academic year.

If there is an Education and Health Care Plan in place, this may set out the expectations for what
strategies and provision should be put into place. SEND funding may also be used to purchase
specialist equipment or support from other specialist support services etc. The Governing body is
kept informed of funding decisions through a meeting and report from the SENCo and the SEND
Governor, Joy Byrne.

How will I be involved in discussions about and planning for my child’'s education? (SE7 Q 13)
(Schedule 1: Point 7)

At St Gregory's we encourage parents to be actively involved in their child’s learning

Progress and targets are discussed as part of the school's normal reporting arrangements.

In some cases, your child may require a SEN Support Plan or behaviour management plan which
will be drawn up in consultation with you and your child and reviewed regularly.

For some children with profound and lifelong needs an Education Health and Care Assessment
may be requested with advice and support from external agencies. Pupils with an EHC Plan will
also have an annual review meeting to discuss arrangements and progress.

We can offer advice and practical ways you can help your child at home. Where appropriate we
signpost parents to relevant agencies within the communities who can offer further support to
you and your child. Parents may also find the home-school diary a useful tool to use to
communicate with school staff on a more regular basis.

Parents are encouraged to arrange an appointment to discuss their child’'s progress with the
class/subject teacher, the SENCo, a member of the senior leadership team at any time when they
feel concerned or have information they feel they would like to share that could impact on their
child’s success. Please contact the school office who will arrange this appointment for you. The
contact number is 01900 606050.

Who can I contact for further information or if I have any concerns? (SE7 Q 14) (Schedule 1: Point
9)
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If you wish to discuss your child’s special educational needs or are unhappy about any issues
regarding the school’s response to meeting these needs please contact the following:

e Your child’s class teacher,

e The SENCo,

e The Headteacher,

e For complaints, please contact the School Governor with responsibility for SEN. Their name
is Joy Byrne they can be contacted via the school office.

Support services for parents of pupils with SEN include: (Schedule 1: Point 8)

e Information, Advice and Support Agency Network offers independent advice and support to
parents and carers of all children and young people with SEND and will direct visitors to
their nearest IAS service http://www.iassnetwork.org.uk/

e For parents who are unhappy with the Local Authority or school responses to their child’s
SEND, parents may seek mediation from the regional mediation services. Information on
this free service is located here http://preview.tinyurl.com/gqx5a8vq

e Parents and carers can also appeal to the Government’s SEND tribunal if you disagree with
the Local Authorities decisions about your child’s special educational needs. You can also
appeal to the tribunal if the school or council has discriminated against your disabled
child. Information on this process is available here http://preview.tinyurl.com/ovg4so3

23) Information on where the Local Authority's Local Offer can be found. (Schedule 1: Point 11 and
13)
http://localoffer.cumbria.gov.uk/kb5/cumbria/fsd/home.page

http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/childrensservices/schoolsandlearning/ils/parentpartnership/
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